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Rhode Island Housing Resources Commission 

Draft Minutes of November 15, 2013  

Quarterly Meeting 

 

 
 
 

Commissioners & Designees: 

Cola, Jeanne – Chair 

Deluca, William; Representing Paul McGreevy 

Fasano, Mary; Representing David Devault 

Flynn, Kevin; Representing Richard Licht 

Freese, Carleton 

Garlick, Jr., Joseph F. 

Hannifan, Chris 

McGunagle, Joanne 

Novais, Ana; Representing Dr. Fine  

Reed, Jim 

Reiner, Jon 

Sneesby, Frederick; Representing Sandra Powell 

Schwartz, Rhonda; Representing Catherine Taylor 

Valliere, Albert 

Ventura, Carol; Representing James DeRentis  

Zaslow, Carrie 

 

Staff: 

 

House, June 

Kue, Simon 

Neirinckx, Ray 

Price, Darlene 

Sullivan, Laura 

Tondra, Michael  

Vittorioso, Dawn 

Witcher, Pheamo 

  

 

Guests: 

 

Archambault, Laura 

Rainone, Amy 

Rauch, Kimberly 
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1. Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order by Jeanne Cola, Chair at 9:03 a.m.   

 

2. Welcome and New Member Introductions 

 

Jeanne introduced and welcomed the newest Commissioner, Joseph Garlick, who represents the Non-

Profit Development Corporations.   

 

3. Approval of September 16, 2013 Meeting Minutes – for vote 

 

Jeanne asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes of September 16, 2013.  Jim Reed moved to 

approve the minutes of September 16, 2013 as submitted.  The motion was seconded by William Deluca.  

There was no further discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Report of the HRC Chair/Director 

 

Jeanne introduced Mike Tondra who then discussed the following items: 

 

Staffing  

- Mike introduced Pheamo Witcher and said that she will be responsible for Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) & Consolidated Homeless Fund (CHF) /Emergency Solutions 

Grant (ESG) Program.  Mike noted that she has also been assisting the Office of 

Homelessness. 

- Housing Commission Coordinator vacancy; Mike said that interviews have been completed, 

and he is hopeful that the position will be filled by early December.  The new coordinator will 

be responsible for the Office of Homelessness.  Mike explained that Darlene Price was 

formerly responsible for this position and is now working with the Office of Healthy Housing. 

 

HRC Membership 

- HRC Designee Letters:  Mike reminded the Commissioner’s that have designees attend to 

submit an updated letter giving the designee the authority to participate on the agency’s 

behalf and to vote. 

 

State Consolidated Homeless Fund, Rental Subsidy Initiative  

- The Distribution Plan award ceremony will be held on Wednesday, December 4th at 2:00 p.m. 

in the State Room at the State House.  Mike and Jeanne strongly encouraged all of the 

Commissioners to attend and show their support. 

- Mike announced that four agencies will receive the awards: 

� Crossroads received $325K and will provide services to individuals and families; 

� Amos House received $39K and will provide services to individuals that are 

participating in the Amos House Sober Program; 
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� House of Hope (in conjunction with Mental Health Association ACCESS Program) 

received $200K and will provide services to the chronically and long term homeless 

populations; 

� The Providence Center (in partnership with Riverwood) received $175K and will 

provide services to the chronically and long term homeless populations. 

The Providence Center  

- Mike indicated that The Providence Center (TPC) has a Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration (SAMHSA) Grant that will be used in conjunction with regular 

assistance funding to provide services to people and the units at no charge to the State.  TPC 

offered their services free of charge to other recipients that have service needs and are 

unable to provide support from their own funding.   

State Rental Subsidy Initiative Disbursement Schedule   

- Mike explained that he met with the State’s Fiscal Office and it was determined that the State 

will follow a process of offering working capital advances to administrative agencies with 

subsequent payments based upon actual documented disbursements.  This will avoid cash 

flow and continuity of program issues if funding for the program continues in the next fiscal 

cycle. 

Chronic/Universal wait list  

- Mike encouraged the Commissioners that are employed by agencies that assist the homeless 

to focus on the universal wait list and assist the individuals to get into supportive housing. 

Healthy Homes Alliance  

- Mike explained that in June, 2013, the Healthy Homes Alliance formed, which was a merger 

from the OHCD collaborative, the HRC workgroup on Healthy Housing and the Green and 

Healthy Housing Steering Committee.  Mark Kravatz, who works on healthy housing issues, 

prepared a summary (attachment 1) of the structure and the alliance’s mission.  Mike 

encouraged all the Commissioners to participate in the upcoming working groups.  He then 

reminded the Commission that the new contact person for Healthy Housing is Darlene Price. 

CDBG, Disaster Recovery  

- Mike said that $16M was received for Hurricane Sandy relief.  The majority of the funding will 

be restricted for use within the Washington County area.  He indicated that in a recent 

conference call with HUD, guidelines and timelines for the funding allocations are estimated 

to be released in early, 2014.  Mike said that a suggestion was made to develop an elevation 

program, which would assist individuals that were impacted by Hurricane Sandy.  However, 

for individuals that cannot have their property elevated and are experiencing increased 

insurance premiums, the OHCD will work with HUD to propose a model for creation of 

affordable housing opportunities within the effected counties.  Mike noted that he will 

continue to keep the Commission updated throughout the application process. 
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Homelessness 

- Continuum of Care (COC):  Mike announced that the first COC meeting was cancelled.  HUD 

has not issued the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA), which would have required that 

group to meet.  Mike expects that the NOFA will be issued in the near future 

- Crossroads Report:  Mike announced that Crossroads recently released their annual report.  

The report generally places focus on a subpopulation.  Mike stated that this year’s report 

focuses on Aging & Homelessness.  The report indicates that homeless individuals over the 

age of fifty are increasing, which is also consistent with the general homeless population’s 

increasing numbers throughout RI.   

- Opening Doors Report Card (attachment 2):  The Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless 

released a report card for the State’s progress on meeting the Opening Doors’ goals.  This 

report is consistent with the Opening Doors Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End 

Homelessness.  Mike noted that the report will be presented and discussed at the next HRC 

meeting.  He stated that although the HRC has had some successes this past year with the 

passage of the Affordable Housing Bond and the Rental Subsidy Initiative, the HRC still has a 

way to go to meet the State’s goals and the Opening Doors’ goals. 

 

Jeanne asked if anyone had any questions or comments for Mike.  Jim Reed asked Mike to send an 

updated contact listing for OHCD staff.  Mike said that he would email the Commission with an updated 

contact listing and said that he will also include the information for the Rental Subsidy award ceremony.  

There being no further questions, Jeanne thanked Mike and took a moment to introduce and welcome 

Fred Sneesby, who represented Director Sandra Powell. 

 

5. Building Homes Rhode Island – for vote – Resolution #1 

 

Jeanne asked Mike to discuss the projects that are being recommended for approval.  Mike then 

summarized the items below: 

 BHRI Available Funds 

- Mike explained that $25 million to be disbursed FY’2014 & FY’2015 ($12.5 million each year). 

- Adjustments:  Mike said that additional funding in the amount of $477,503 has been 

incorporated from prior BHRI deobligated project funding minus $50,000 due to the cost of 

bond issuances. 

BHRI Applications 

- 90 applications were received totaling approximately $50 million. 

- OHCD staff & staff from RI Housing reviewed the applications and eliminated those that did 

not meet the BHRI Regulations threshold criteria.  Mike said that applications totaling $30 

million did not meet the threshold.  The primary reason for the project elimination was due 

to construction not being able to proceed within six months of the financing commitment. 

- Applications that were fully-funded by the City of Providence’s Home Program were also 

eliminated. 
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Jeanne took a moment to point out the Commissioners that will abstain for this agenda item.  She said 

that they represent the organizations that are being recommended for funding allocations and noted 

that did not participate in the meetings or the application review process.  The Commissioners that will 

abstain from voting and discussion will be Jim Reed who represents the Newport Housing Authority, 

Carleton Freese who represents House of Hope and Joe Garlick who represents NeighborWorks 

Blackstone River Valley (NWBRV).   

 

Mike continued discussing the funding allocations and demonstrated the geographic distribution map 

and detailed funding recommendations spreadsheet as shown below. 
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BHRI Funding Distribution Committee Recommendations 

Applicant Project Municipality
Rental or 
Homeownership RECOMMENDATION

Total   
Units 

Net/New 
Units

Special 
Needs 

(Homeless)

AIDS Care Ocean State 24 Tecumseh St. Providence Rental $116,212 3 3 3

ARC Blackstone Valley Vets for Tomorrow, 1115 Douglas Ave. Providence Rental $320,000 20 20 20 Additional BHRI investment.

Church Community Housing Corporation 251/2  Burdick Ave. Newport Homeownership $70,000 1 1 0

Church Community Housing Corporation 400 Tower Hill Rd. North Kingstown Rental $65,000 1 1 0

Domestic Violence Resource Center Safe House, High St. Wakefield Rental $270,000 4 4 4

East Greenwich Housing Authority 2880 South County Trail East Greenwich Rental $300,000 10 10 0

House of Hope CDC Fair St. Warwick Rental $1,152,554 10 10 10

House of Hope CDC 3192 Post Rd. Warwick Rental $90,000 1 1 1

House of Hope CDC 6 Barber Ave. Warwick Homeownership $45,000 1 1 0

NeighborWorks Blackstone River Valley (NWBRV) Constitution Hill, Scattered Site Woonsocket Rental $1,193,940 63 19 8 Prevent loss of affordable units (w/expansion).

Newport Housing Authority Park Holm:Hillside Ave. Newport Rental $1,449,127 111 19 0 Portion of large public housing project.

OMNI Development Corp. Turning Point II, 3-5 Convent St. Providence Rental $604,951 13 13 13

OMNI Development Corp. Four Sisters Providence Rental $152,000 5 0 0 Prevent loss of affordable units.

Pawtucket Citizens Development Corporation (PCDC) Blackstone Valley Gateway II Pawtucket Rental $1,614,233 41 41 5

Pawtucket Citizens Development Corporation (PCDC) 93-95 Tremont St. Pawtucket Rental $275,000 5 5 5

Providence Revolving Fund 243 Adelaide Ave. Providence
Homeownership 
w/Rental

$240,000 2 2 0

Realty Endeavors for Affordable Community Housing 
(REACH)

33  Mowry St. Central Falls Homeownership $76,700 1 1 0

Realty Endeavors for Affordable Community Housing 
(REACH)

14 Beacon St. Central Falls
Homeownership 
w/Rental

$58,800 2 2 0

Smith Hill CDC 46 Pekin Ave. Providence Rental $150,000 3 3 3

Stop Wasting Abandoned Properties 65 Potters Ave. Providence
Homeownership 
w/Rental

$81,377 2 2 0

Trinity Woonsocket LP Glenark-Ashley Woonsocket Rental $150,000 6 0 0 Prevent loss of affordable units.

Valley Affordable Housing Ashton Village Cumberland Rental $1,965,831 53 53 0

West Elmwood Housing Development Corporation 42 Hanover St. Providence
Homeownership 
w/Rental

$183,700 2 2 0

West Elmwood Housing Development Corporation 21 Constitution Ave. Providence Homeownership $50,000 1 1 0

TOTAL $10,674,425 361 195 64

Operation Standdown RI 1006-1008 Hartford Ave. Johnston Rental $471,744 4 4 4
Added to list for consideration with no final funding 
decision.  Subsidies not identified in application.

Westerly Area Rest & Meals (WARM) 56 Spruce St. Westerly Rental $392,883 5 0 5 Generally recommended.  BHRI would be additional 
subsidy on units with existing affordability restrictions.

TOTAL $864,627 506 324 99

26 total projects (18 rental - 8 homeownership, hal f of which include a rental unit).
Special needs units represent approx. 37%  (73/199) of total (new/net) units supported (20% o f all units in projects - including those not suppo rted by BHRI).
Projects are being undertaken in 12 (31%) of the St ate's 39 municipalities.  
Funds are disbursed geographically with projects th roughout RI (Providence Metro, Kent County, Norther n RI, Southern RI and Newport County).
$1,388,451 remains unobligated.  A second funding r ound will occur in FY'14 (coordinated with other re sources).

After review of meeting notes, it was discovered di scussion on the following projects was not entirely  concluded.  Discussion/recommendation from the HRC  is advised.
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At this time, Jeanne asked if anyone had any questions or comments.  Al Valliere indicated that he 

participated in several projects that are being recommended for funding allocations and therefore, he 

recused himself from the vote. 

 

Ray Neirinckx took a moment to thank the Distribution Committee for their support and assistance.  He 

then took a moment to recognize Bank of America and Citizens Bank for their generous contributions. 

Chris Hannifan said that she will abstain from voting. 

 

As there were no further questions, Jeanne took a moment to thank the individuals that participated in 

the Distribution Committee and asked for an amended vote for the HRC to approve the Building Homes 

Rhode Island recommendations as presented in chart to include the Operation Standdown RI and 

Westerly Area Rest & Meals (WARM) as indicated on the above worksheet.  Ana Novais motioned to 

approve and the motion was seconded by Frederick Sneesby.  There were five abstentions made by Al 

Valliere, Joseph Garlick, Chris Hannifan, Carleton Freese and Jim Reed and the motion passed. 

 

6. Financial Plan for Housing FY’2015 – vote - Resolution #2 

 

Next, Jeanne asked the Commission to direct their attention to the FY’2015 Financial Plan for Housing as 

contained in the HRC meeting packet.  She reminded the Commission that last year a letter of 

recommendation was submitted to the Governor that aligned resources with the budgeted plan for 

funding housing resources that was recommended by the HRC.   

 

Jeanne asked if anyone had any questions or comments.  There being none, Jeanne asked for a motion 

for the HRC to approve the transmittal of the FY’2015 Financial Plan for Housing to the State’s 

leadership.  Jim Reed motioned to approve.  The motion was seconded by William DeLuca.  The motion 

passed unanimously and there was no further discussion. 

  

7. Public Comment Period: 

 

There were none. 

 

8. Announcements: 

 

Amy Rainone encouraged the Commission to communicate to the Governor’s office and show their 

support for supportive housing. 

 

In closing, Mike indicated that a copy of the finalized letter that was submitted to the Governor’s office 

will be included as an attachment to the November meeting minutes (attachment 3).  Jeanne also 

indicated that the 2014 meeting schedule will also be included as an attachment (attachment 4). 

 

Kevin Flynn encouraged the Commission to begin working on the Bond for the next fiscal year and 

pointed out the upcoming gubernatorial election.  He reminded the Commission that the funding 

allocations from the 2006 bond were exhausted.   
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9. Adjourn: 

 

As there were no further comments, Commission member Chris Hannifan motioned to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commission member Jim Reed and approved unanimously.  The meeting 

adjourned at 9:47 a.m. 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 
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Attachment 4 
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